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Dear CAIGE colleagues,
Welcome to the June edition of the CAIGE newsletter.
As most of you know, the previous
coordinator of CAIGE, Marine
Guerret had to return to France
for personal reasons, and I am now
filling this part-time ongoing role.
My background, as many of you
know, is a former CIMMYT Wheat
Scientist, having spent 14 years
working with CIMMYT both in
Mexico and Turkey, leading their
program on Soil Borne Pathogens
of Wheat.
In my former capacity I was involved with CAIGE at the International Centre end, and now I have
the privilege of working across the
board with all of you.
Now that I am back in Australia I
look forward to spending more time
with you and hope that together
with Prof Richard Trethowan
(CAIGE Project Leader Wheat), Dr
Mark Deiters (CAIGE Project
Leader, Barley) and Ms Sandra
Micallef (Data Adminisrator) we
can maximise the benefits of
CAIGE for all participants.

In other news from the CAIGE
team, Sandra Micallef (CAIGE
Data Admin) and Brett Lobsey
(Tamworth CAIGE Quarantine)
will be away on personal leave in
June, till mid July. We wish them
a restful vacation from work and
safe journey to their respective
destinations.
If you have any queries with regards to CAIGE material or activities, please contact me.
My contacts details are as follows:Dr Julie M Nicol
julie.nicol@sydney.edu.au
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EVENTS
 Australian Barley Technical Symposi-

um, Sept 3-6th, Hobart, Tasmania
 6th International Cereal Cyst Nema-

todes Symposium, Sept 11-15th, Morocco
 PBI Narrabri Field Day– Narrabri– 13

September 2017
 18th Australian Agronomy Conference,

Sept 24-28th, Ballarat, VIC
 Science protecting Plant Health, Sept

26-28th, Brisbane, QLD
 CAIGE wheat+durum yield trial tour–

October 2017
 TropAg 2017, November 20-22nd, Bris-

bane, QLD

CAIGE Durum Tour to ICARDA - Morocco
Australian Durum breeder Gururaj Kadkol went to Morocco from the 2nd-7th May and was hosted ICARDAs Durum breeder Filippo Bassi. Gururaj report is available at (SEE WORD DOCUMENT).
All the Australia durum
lines were susceptible to the leaf rust in Morocco. The main station of Marchouch, which was celebrating a 40 year
Anniversary, was a good site for selection. Karim is one of the leading varieties in North Africa. A line called Farage is a late maturing line which performed very well. Settat was visited and a lot of Crown Rot was noted at site.
Gururaj selected approximately 100-150 lines which will be sent to CAIGE, once duplications are removed, based
on further data from Filippo.
Read Gururaj’s report of his visit on the CAIGE website: - CLICK TO READ REPORT

At Marchouch Station

Grain cleaning Jemaa Shaim

At Marchouch Station

CAIGE Barley Tour to ICARDA Morocco
The CAIGE Barley tour was held after the Barley foliar
disease meeting which was held in Morocco from 5-7 April
2017. During this visit, Dr Mark Dieters focused on making selections to be imported to Australia. The ICARDA
barley materials tend to be a little tall (due to use of
stems), and the aim was to eliminate the tall varieties for
CAIGE. Two Australian pathologists who were attending
the Barley foliar disease meeting in Morocco, joined Mark
on his inspection visits to the ICARDA breeding stations.
Australians have sent barley materials to Morocco which
is helping to evaluate and these have been included in
ICARDAs crossing block.
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CAIGE Yield Trials
7 Bread wheat, 7 Durum wheat and 8 Barley trials either have been or are in the process of being planted. Coordinating these trials involves a level of cooperation between many of our collaborators,

and the CAIGE management would like to thank everyone for taking part in these trials. Details and designs of the trials can be found on the CAIGE website.

Barley

Durum

Wheat

The barley yield trials
will be held on 2 sites in
South Australia, 3 in
Western Australia, 2 in
Queensland and one in
NSW, with the participation of AGT, EdStar Genetics, QLD DAF, University of QLD, University of
Sydney and Murdoch University

This year, there will be 7
durum trials around Australia. AGT will be doing
3 trials in NSW, the University of Adelaide has 3
trials in the South Australia while NSWDPI will
conduct a crown rot trial
in Tamworth.

The wheat yield trials will
be held on 2 sites in South
Australia, 1 in Victoria, 3 in
NSW and one in Western
Australia, by our collaborators at AGT, LPB, EdStar
Genetics, Bayer Crop Science and the University of
Sydney.

DURUM >> YIELD TRIALS >> 2017YT

WHEAT >> YIELD TRIALS
>> 2017 YT

BARLEY >> YIELD TRIALS >> 2017 YT

Chickpeas
For the first time we will
also be doing trials for
chickpeas in NSW with the
University of Sydney and
NSW DPI (Kristy Hobson).
More information on these
trials in the next newsletter.
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Update from CAIGE Steering
Committee Meeting
CAIGE had its annual steering committee
meeting on the 30th May 2017 with 13 participants joining from Australia, ICARDA and
CIMMYT and 3 apologies. The project is on
target and some of the key points noted were;

Focused Identification of
Germplasm Strategy (FIGS)
Agricultural research centers and national
breeding programs create new varieties of food
crops that fight climate change with heat, cold
and drought resistance, or provide resistance to
pests and disease that damage crops an lower
their yields. The challenge for these professionals is that the genebank searching processes
available to breeders today – to identify the
best traits of resistance and higher performance
that can be bred into new food crop varieties –
are largely hit-and-miss.
‘FIGS’ is the first scientific approach to agricul-



All seed increase post quarantine will be
done in future in Narrabri



The importance of all international collaborators to send seed before the start of December to ensure timely processing.



Chickpeas have now been a welcome addition in CAIGE. Dr Kristy Hobson from
NSW DPI represents chickpea breeding in
Australia and is working with ICARDAs
Chickpea Breeder Dr Alaadin Hamwieh.





The next International visit is planned for
CIMMYT Mexico in March 2018. It may
also be possible to coordinate an ICARDA
breeders visit in May in conjunction with
the BGRI which will be held in Morocco.
CAIGE will be using the BMS (Breeder
Managment System) in the near future
which should enable CAIGE database users to more easily access data.



FIG subsets and their importance were
discussed (see below).



Discussions were had measuring the Impact of the CAIGE project. The steering
committee welcome the CAIGE community to provide as much data return and also useability of germplasm recieved in
both directions. Please contact with Dr
Julie Nicol.
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tural gene bank mining, and a scientificallyproven tool that helps breeding programs identify useful traits in plant genetics .
Known as the Focused Identification of
Germplasm Strategy, FIGS was developed by a
group of leading plant genetics scientists led by
ICARDAw ith the Vavilov Institute (Russia),
the Nordgen genebank (Nordic Region) and the
Australian Winter Cereals Collection.
FIGS has demonstrated that it can identify
specific traits for breeders rapidly and precisely. In some cases it has identified traits that
researchers have been looking for, unsuccessfully, for a number of years.
FIGS, is also a project that falls under the
CAIGE umbrella, and you can find more information on the CAIGE website, under the section RELATED RESEARCH PROJECTS
>>FIGS
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Latest data added to website
Crown Rot data from Dr Amer Dababat
(CIMMYT-Turkey) for Australian lines developed from the Crown Rot Initiative project.

Phenotype data from Dr Tadesse Wuletaw
(ICARDA), for the 2016 wheat shipment.
http://www.caigeproject.org.au/icarda-data2016shipment/

http://www.caigeproject.org.au/australianlines-tested-for-crown-rot-in-turkey/

Website Statistics
Over the past 12 weeks, we had over 770 persons accessing the CAIGE website, with 555
of these being first time visitors. This is a 50% increase in the number of visitors when
compared to the same time last year (2nd quarter).
Other statistics show us that 18% of visitors spend between 1-5mins on the site, 8% between 5-20mins, 6% between 20-60 mins and 20% stay longer than an hour.
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CAIGE project on social media
Are you on Facebook?
Then search for @caigeproject and click on ‘LIKE’ or
‘FOLLOW’. We now have more than 420 followers from
all over the world on our page. So if you haven’t done so
already, JOIN US online!
https://www.facebook.com/caigeproject/

Laughter, the best
medicine
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