
Impact of the new standard MTA under the 
International Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA)



Summary:  little significant change

New MTA applied from January 2007 for Annex 1 materials 
(most GRDC crops)

• Replaces the GRDC-CIMMYT MTA for transfer of CIMMYT 
Material, replaces the standard MTA for transfer between 
programs.

• Click-wrap, shrink-wrap or hard copy – no need to sign, but 
will still be bound

• No obligation to share benefits (pay royalties) in almost all 
cases

• You will need to provide some information back

• Available at http://www.cgiar.org/pdf/SMTA_English.pdf

http://www.cgiar.org/pdf/SMTA_English.pdf


Key obligations on recipient

If you receive Material from a CGIAR centre (eg CIMMYT):

• You can use Material only for research, breeding and 
training for food and agriculture – not for non-food 
industrial uses. This may be an issue for biofuels.

• You cannot claim intellectual property rights over the 
Material in the form received. (This is not new)



NEW: Transferring Material 

• “in the form received” – you can transfer the Material 
to a third party
– By the third party entering a new standard MTA
– And you notifying the governing body (in the FAO –

address is in MTA)
You will have no further obligations.

• “derived material” - you can transfer the derived 
Material to a third party
– By the third party entering a new standard MTA
– And you notifying the governing body (in the FAO)
You will have no further obligations.
You can impose extra obligations such as requiring 

royalty payments on the derived Material.



NEW: Commercialisation

• If you commercialise a product incorporating the 
Material, and the Material is not available without 
restriction to others for research and breeding, you 
have to pay a royalty to the Governing Body

• The royalty is effectively 0.8% of sales

• But this will be rare – it will only apply when you protect 
the product with patents and prevent it being used in 
breeding.

• Plant Breeders’ Rights has the breeding exception, 
so you don’t have to pay a royalty - as the PBR’d
material is available to others for breeding



Information sharing

• You are obliged to make available to the Multilateral 
System all non-confidential information resulting 
from R&D carried out on the Material

• Here’s where Clare comes in – she can discuss how you 
can meet this obligation 

• You are “encouraged” to make voluntary payments to 
the Governing Body and share non-monetary benefits
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